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INDIA.

and perform their tricks from one bungalow to another. Some of them are very
skilful, and excel in jugglery. Almost entirely naked, and in the middle of your
room, they will make a serpent disappear, a tree grow and bring forth fruit, or
water flow from an apparently empty vase. Others will swallow a sabre, or

play tricks with sharp knives.
Each has his special accom-
plishment. Conjurers, acrobats,
exhibitors of feats of strength,
&c., form a subtle and crafty
tribe, despised but feared by
the common people, and some-
times powerful. They receive
here a considerable amount of
money, especially from the
European tourists. One of
their most curious tricks is
that of the basket and child.
A child of seven or eight years
old, standing upright in the
basket, writhes in convulsions
under the influence of music,
and disappears slowly into the
interior, which is barely -large
enough to contain it. Scarcely
is it inside when the musicians
throw themselves upon it, close
the lid, and pierce the basket
in every direction with their
long knives. They strike with
all their might, until, the
bamboo giving way, the basket
is almost completely flattened,
and seems no longer capable
of containing anything. They
then re-form the circle and
resxime their chant; to which
a voice now responds from
the forest. The sound gradu-
ally approaches, and at last
seems to come from the basket,
which becomes more and more
distended; the lid is removed
and the child springs out.

This trick is very adroitly performed, and, though capable of being explained
to Europeans, excites lively astonishment in the Indian spectators.

The top trick is likewise very curious, The juggler gives a vigorous
impulse to the top, which he places on the top of a small stick balanced on
his nose; then, according to the request of the spectator, the top suddenly stops,
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